
Writing Assignment 2: Defining Academic Argument
As you know, we’ve spent a large portion of time talking about writing already in this class. In most instances, our discussions have centered on academic writing, specifically argument. Even from Day 1, we have attempted to engage in the ongoing conversation that is argument: Remember the Burkean parlor we encountered in Greene’s article (Writing about Writing 11)? 

We have also spent time discussing some of the terminology that goes along with reading about and writing an academic argument. In fact, many of you have read lots of academic arguments and made your first writing assignment fit that form. 

Since WA2’s description in the syllabus asks you to theorize about good academic argument, I thought we’d try something that requires you first to know the characteristics of academic argument. And I want you not only to know them but also to use these characteristics as you craft your essay. 
To get ready to write WA2, I’ve asked you to read a few specific selections – from both textbooks and from online sources. We’ve seen examples of some of the terms on the Silva Rhetoricae website. Together we’ve listened to a few minutes of President Obama’s 4 November 2008 speech and done a bit of rhetorical analysis. Also, I’ve asked you to scour your brains and other sources to make a list of features of good academic argument and to record where you found each item, so that you could return to it. 

Thesis. As you likely recall from our discussions, writing academic argument requires writers to have an arguable thesis. That means that the thesis or controlling idea of the essay must be debatable. The thesis differs from the topic in that it contains the topic plus a point of significance about that topic.
Introduction. Typically, writers use a bloc of text of one or more paragraphs to introduce readers to the topic and the point of significance about the topic. The writer usually establishes himself or herself as a person with credibility or authority to speak on this topic. To do so, writers often use Swales CARS model (WaW) or something like it. The very least they do is help readers understand the context of the controlling idea. In what ways does this topic seem to be important to discuss? Who says? Why? 
Convincing reasons. The thesis requires several pieces of supporting evidence. Writers must consider the rhetorical situation (audience, purpose, context) as they are crafting their arguments. Too, writers must consider the other side of the argument to convince readers that they are well-informed. If you argue “yes,” then you need to include what those who would argue “no” would say, as well as why or in what ways they are incorrect or misinformed. Additionally, you will need to use and cite at least three separate credible sources to help you persuade your readers. 
For WA2, I will ask you to write on a specific topic. You must take a stand on the following issue, and create a thesis statement that contains not only the topic, but also provides the significance of that topic. Additionally, you must offer several convincing reasons for that stand with each reason in its own bloc of text (one or more paragraphs each). Be sure that each paragraph or bloc of text announces its topic in a way that allows readers to know what that section will cover, but do so in such a way that transitions from the previous paragraph and is less clumsy than just stating the topic.
Should English 1301 students study academic argument? If your answer is yes, then you will need to write a more sophisticated thesis than this: English 1301 students should study academic argument. Such a sentence really only gives the topic. Your thesis should contain a point of significance, remember. If your answer is no, do not merely add the word “not” – you still must add a point of significance. Once you figure out why you think the way you do about the topic, the thesis will likely have written itself.
Paper Length: 4-6 pages (not including works cited page)
Due Date: 13 October 2011

Number of works cited: 4 (at least one reference should come from WaW.)


